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This study allowed the identification of the main physicochemical characteristics of deterioration of the
materials used in the construction of Greek ancient statues in order to plan a correct methodology of
restoration. The method of Reversed-Flow Inverse Gas Chromatography is appropriate to investigate the
influence of air pollutants on authentic pieces from the Greek Archaeological Museum of Kavala, near
Salonica. Six local physicochemical quantities which refer to the influence of one or two pollutants (syn-
ergistic effect) were determined for each system. These quantities answer the question “when, why and
Deterioration of marble statues
Influence of pollutants on monuments
S
R

how materials of cultural heritage are attacked”.
© 2009 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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. Introduction

Air pollution can have a significant influence on the weathering
f monuments and on the deterioration of museum objects [1]. The
ffects of several air pollutants on works of art have been reviewed
nd illustrated with examples in two European museums. The influ-
nce of tourism on the preservation of prehistoric rock art has also
een addressed [2]. Sulfur dioxide is one of the most common pol-

utants of great interest concerning deterioration of marbles [3].
One of the largest single collections of outdoor sculpture and

onuments in the United States is found at Gettysburg National
ilitary Park, Pennsylvania. To assess the present status of mon-

ment deterioration and its relationship to airborne pollutants a
esearch project has been conducted. Field measurements of the
eterioration of weathered bronze plaques and marble obelisks that
ave been in place approximately 100 years have been made [4].

In Greece the interest concerning the conservation of monu-
ents and artistic works of cultural heritage is enormous. The world

nown Parthenon on the old Acropolis of Athens and many other
onuments made from the famous Pentelic marble as well a lot of

tatues of Archaeological Museums impose the investigation of the
etter conditions of conservation [5–8].
In two previous publications [9,10] a time resolved analysis has
een presented in order to study the impact of some pollutant-
ases on inorganic pigments of works of art. The proposed approach
as experimental as well as through a model. The same chromato-
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graphic method can also be used successfully in measuring the
damage of air pollution on monuments of cultural heritage. It is a
flow perturbation method, namely the Reversed-Flow Inverse Gas
Chromatography one and consists of reversing the direction of flow
of the carrier gas from time to time. Then, the flow reversals create
perturbations on the baseline of the chromatogram, having the form
of extra chromatographic peaks. If the concentration of a substance
in the flowing carrier gas depends on a rate process (i.e. slow diffu-
sion), or on a fast process leading to an equilibrium state, then, one
performs, through repeatedly reversing of flow, a repeated mea-
surement of kinetic or thermodynamic parameters of this process
[11–13].

Reversed-Flow Inverse Gas Chromatography (RF-IGC) has been
used to study different phenomena and determine a series of
physicochemical quantities [6,7,14–20]. This work falls within the
scope of the investigation of degradation phenomena concern-
ing building and cultural heritage materials, focused its attention
on studying the degradation–conservation of two marble statues
of Greek Archaeological Museum, that of Kavala near Salonica.
It should be noted that a part of results from this research has
recently been published in the same journal [21]. The exam-
ined systems are the following: C2H6/(SO2)/L291 Statue of Kavala,
C2H4/(SO2)/L291 Statue of Kavala, C2H2/(SO2)/L291 Statue of
Kavala, C2H6/(SO2)/L351 Statue of Kavala, C2H4/(SO2)/L351 Statue
of Kavala, C2H2/(SO2)/L351 Statue of Kavala.
2. Experimental

The experimental set-up [11–13] is very simple and needs only
a modification of a conventional gas chromatograph with a flame

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043894
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/jhazmat
mailto:roubanif@central.ntua.gr
dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jhazmat.2009.03.087
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Fig. 2. Plot of local adsorption energy ε through a time resolved analysis for the
system C2H2/(SO2)/L291 Statue of Kavala.

Fig. 3. Plot of distribution function of adsorption energy �(ε;t) through a time
resolved analysis for the system C2H2/(SO2)/L291 Statue of Kavala.
T. Agelakopoulou et al. / Journal of H

onization detector. Inside the chromatographic oven of the Shi-
adzu GC-8A, were contained the sampling column, empty of any

acking material, consisting of two sections and the diffusion col-
mn consisting also of two other sections. The reversing of the
ow is effected by means of a valve. After injecting a small quan-
ity of solute into the diffusion column as a pulse an asymmetrical
oncentration–time curve was recorded. When the carrier gas was
estored to its original direction, extra chromatographic peaks were
ecorded corresponding to various experimental times.

The procedure was the following. The adsorbent (sample of
tatue) was packed in the diffusion column made of pyrex glass.
he section, which was empty of any solid material, had a length
f 22.0 cm, while the one containing the solid bed was 4.5 cm long.
oth sections were of pyrex glass of a ID 3.5 mm. A small quan-
ity of ethane or ethylene or acetylene (1.0 cm3) was injected into
he diffusion column. In the experiments for the synergistic effects
f SO2, this pollutant was injected as a 0.2 cm3 pulse through the
ame column. A conditioning in situ at 423.2 K, under continuous
ow of carrier gas, for 24 h, took place before each experiment. The
arrier gas in all cases was nitrogen with a volumetric flow rate of
6.0 cm3 min−1. Both, the working temperature of the FID detector
nd the oven temperature were 323.2 K, as the summer tempera-
ure in Greece is high. The sampling column of total length of 100 cm
as of stainless steel chromatographic tube of 4.0 mm ID.

. Results and discussion

.1. Time resolved analysis of all calculated physicochemical
uantities

A time-resolved analysis has been done, the results of which are
resented analytically. Seven indicative figures (Figs. 1–7) show the

mpact of hydrocarbons with or without SO2, in physicochemical
erms. Seven local physicochemical quantities have been deter-

ined namely, local adsorption isotherm �, local adsorption energy
, distribution function of adsorption energy ϕ(ε;t), non-adsorbed
as concentration cy, adsorbed gas concentration c∗

s , local mono-
ayer capacity c∗

s max, entropy of adsorption �S. The used PC program
s available upon request.

.1.1. Statue L291, a pure calcite from the exterior of the
rchaeological Museum of Kavala

a) C2H2, C2H2/SO2

From the curve of � (Fig. 1), without the presence of SO2,

instant desorption in a very short time period is observed,
in addition to a new, small reappearance of adsorption.
With the presence of SO2, desorption occurs more smoothly
[22,23]. The physical meaning of high �-values is that there

ig. 1. Plot of local adsorption isotherm � through a time resolved analysis for the
ystem C2H2/(SO2)/L291 Statue of Kavala.

Fig. 4. Plot of non-adsorbed gas concentration cy through a time resolved analysis
for the system C2H2/(SO2)/L291 Statue of Kavala.

Fig. 5. Plot of local adsorbed gas concentration c∗
s through a time resolved analysis

for the system C2H2/(SO2)/L291 Statue of Kavala.
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ig. 6. Plot of local monolayer capacity c∗
s max through a time resolved analysis for

he system C2H2/(SO2)/L291 Statue of Kavala.

are stronger adsorbate–adsorbent interactions and random
topography, instead of active sites of lower �-values, where
a coexistence and/or a competition of interactions between
adsorbate–adsorbent and adsorbate–adsorbate determine the
topography (patchwise and/or islands) of admolecules. The role
of lateral molecular interactions between neighbor adsorbates
greatly affects the kinetics of primary surface processes. Adsor-
bate aggregation, island formation, the appearance of different
overlayer structures and phase transitions between them are
among the mesoscopic manifestations of adsorbate lateral inter-
actions. All of these phenomena affect the local environment
of the adsorbed particles and are thus expected to significantly
affect the kinetics of the various surface processes, such as diffu-
sion, desorption, adsorption and/or chemical reaction. In every
case, there is a complete correspondence between regions in
plots ε = ε(t) and � = �(t) [24].

From the curve of ε (Fig. 2), the width of the energy values
decreases with the presence of SO2, from 69–98 kJ mol−1 to
81–98 kJ mol−1. In this case, three areas of active sites appear,
on the curves of ϕ(ε;t) (Fig. 3), in addition to an increase
of the maxima with the presence of SO2. The first maxi-
mum from 0.19 mol kJ−1 min−1 becomes 0.55 mol kJ−1 min−1,
the second maximum from 0.62 mol kJ−1 min−1 becomes
1.43 mol kJ−1 min−1 and the third one shows a small increase.

Therefore, a synergy effect between SO2 and C2H2 is obvious.
A slight decrease on the maximum of the curve of cy (Fig. 4)

with the presence of SO is observed, from 8.6 mol cm−3 to
2
8 mol cm−3. This is justified by the presence of SO2.

With the absence of SO2 a maximum on the curve of c∗
s max

(Fig. 6) appears at 18 min, which disappears with the presence
of SO2. This denotes that the active sights are first occupied

ig. 7. Plot of entropy of adsorption �S through a time resolved analysis for the
ystem C2H2/(SO2)/L291 Statue of Kavala.
ous Materials 169 (2009) 182–189

by the molecules of SO2. Furthermore, an increase of the final
maximum at a shorter time is observed.

On the curve of the adsorption entropy, �S (Fig. 7), there is a
coincidence of the maxima–minima, in addition to the appear-
ance of a maximum at 18 min. It is noteworthy to observe that
the descending part of the curve of �S describes adsorption, as
at that point there is a decrease in the disorder due to the fact
that some degrees of freedom of translational and rotational
movement of the adsorbed molecules disappear. In a respec-
tive way, the ascending part describes desorption. Specifically,
in Fig. 6, the slope of the curve on the part of desorption becomes
bigger with the presence of SO2.

Either from the aspect of adsorption–desorption or the
view of different kinds of adsorbate–adsorbent and adsorbate–
adsorbate interactions, the corresponding descending and
ascending parts of these plots represent the decrease and
increase, respectively, of degrees of freedom of molecules on
adsorption and desorption processes, compared to them in
the gas phase. The different surface topography reflects to
admolecules with different mobilities on the various active
sites, namely, with different degrees of freedom, in the sense
that the different energy of each active site reflects to differ-
ent binding strength towards the adsorbates and of course, to
different mobility of adsorbates on the solid surface.

It is noted that the minimum on the curve of � appears at the
same time as the minimum on the curve of ε, the maximum on
the curve of c∗

s max and the maximum of �S, with the absence of
SO2.

b) C2H4, C2H4/SO2
On the graph of � (analogous to Fig. 1), desorption occurs

nearly instantly without the presence of SO2 in a very short time
from the beginning of the experiment, while with the presence
of SO2 desorption occurs more smoothly.

As far as ε is concerned, a decrease is indicated in the width
of the energy values, from 67–93 kJ mol−1 with the absence of
SO2 to 82–93 kJ mol−1 with the presence of SO2.

Three distinctive areas of active sites appear on the cor-
responding diagram of ϕ(ε;t), in addition to an increase of
the peaks with the presence of SO2 (the first maximum from
0.24 mol kJ−1 min−1 to 0.37 mol kJ−1 min−1, the second one
from 0.06 mol kJ−1 min−1 to 0.13 mol kJ−1 min−1 and the third
maximum maintains the same value). Again a synergy effect is
observed between SO2 and C2H4, as in case (a).

A decrease in the maximum on the diagram of cy is observed
with the presence of SO2 from 7.6 mol cm−3 to 6.9 mol cm−3. It
is the same behavior as noted in case (a) above.

On the curve of c∗
s max a peak appears at 24 min which dis-

appears with the presence of SO2, in addition to a decrease
in the final maximum with the presence of SO2 from
8.5 × 10−3 mol g−1 to 2.5 × 10−3 mol g−1. The same explanation
as in the relevant case of (a) above is valid.

With the absence of SO2, on the graph of adsorption entropy, a
maximum appears after the minimum of the adsorption curve.
Furthermore, with the presence of SO2 the slope of the curve
decreases and the minimum changes from −2.85 J mol−1 K−1 to
−2.90 J mol−1 K−1.

(c) C2H6, C2H6/SO2
A coincidence in the curves which describe the percentage of

surface coverage, �, is observed for the specific statue with the
presence or absence of SO2.

The reduction in the width of the energy values is slight

(it is 82–98 kJ mol−1 with the absence of SO2 and it becomes
82–94 kJ mol−1 with the presence of SO2).

There are three areas of active sites also observed on the corre-
sponding diagram of ϕ(ε;t). The decrease in the first maximum is
slight (from 0.4 mol kJ−1 min−1 to 0.3 mol kJ−1 min−1), whereas
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a very high increase is observed on the second maximum (from
0.13 mol kJ−1 min−1 to 9 mol kJ−1 min−1).

There is absolute coincidence in the curves of cy in the pres-
ence and absence of SO2. In contrast, at the curves of c∗

s max a
time delay in maximum appearance is obvious in the presence
of SO2.

This case of adsorption differs from the other two above cases:
(a) and (b).

On the curves of �S there is a coincidence of the
maximum–minimum with a slight decrease in the slope of the
curve with the presence of SO2.

.1.2. Statue L351, a pure dolomite from the interior of the
rchaeological Museum of Kavala

a) C2H2, C2H2/SO2
Two curves which describe � present near coincidence, while

coincidence is observed in the range of the energy values
(81–96 kJ mol−1), with the presence of SO2. The slope of the
curve is more abrupt after the maximum which may be con-
tributed to a more abrupt desorption.

Three clearly distinguishable areas of adsorption are observed
on diagram of ϕ(ε;t), where the first maximum increases from
0.18 mol kJ−1 min−1 to 0.55 mol kJ−1 min−1, the second max-
imum remains stable at 0.15 mol kJ−1 min−1 and the third,
although it remains at the same value, corresponds to a larger
surface area in the presence of SO2. As a consequence, a high
degree of chemisorption appears [7].

Although the reported results regard experiments have been
done at relatively low temperatures, where physisorption is
more expected, the structural materials of samples of the stat-
ues used are energetically upgraded, as a consequence of the
whole process they have been undergone from the moment
of their natural formation until the moment of their use as a
material for making statues. Thus, in the presence of an aggres-
sive environment a chemisorption process is favored. Moreover,
one or/and the other kind of adsorption processes take place
in a various extent, because of the development of molecular
lateral interactions (attractive or/and repulsive), in addition to
the adsorbent–adsorbate interactions. In the specific case of
chemisorption, repulsion effects prevail, resulting in random
topography. By means of RF-IGC, chemisorption takes place in
the beginning of our experiments (group A), as the ε-values
indicate (cf. Figs. 2 and 9). At the same time, high �-values
are observed (cf. Figs. 1 and 8). The adsorbent–adsorbate inter-
actions leading to chemisorption are chemical bond forces.
Moreover, new active sites (groups B and C) are created by
attractive lateral interactions with already adsorbed molecules.
These new active sites are not on a free surface, but corre-
spond to saddle points of adsorption potential, surrounded by
other tightly adsorbed species (maybe, chemisorbed species),
which support molecules on those points. Groups B and
C correspond to lower surface coverage, as RF-IGC results
show, resulting in a patchwise or/and island topography of
the admolecules, determined by a coexistence of interactions
between adsorbate–adsorbent and adsorbate–adsorbate. At
this point, it must be pointed out that the former are forces
leading to chemical bond formation and the latter ones are
weak forces of Van der Waals type, which are responsible for
physisorption [25].

Accordingly to Velasko and Rezzano studies [26], surface

reconstruction process favors the formation of islands owing
to attractive lateral interactions. Their results are in agree-
ment with ours made by RF-IGC method, at higher time values
and after � = 1, at saddle-points positions. Thus, desorption at
higher time values outcomes from these islands due to steric
Fig. 8. Time resolved analysis of local adsorption isotherm � for the systems: (a)
CxHy/L291 Statue of Kavala and (b) CxHy/L351 Statue of Kavala.

effects between the nearest of them [27], without high energy
demands.

The curves of cy present the same behavior as in the corre-
sponding case of statue L291 with a decrease of the maximum
with the presence of SO2.

On the corresponding diagram of c∗
s max a time acceleration of

the experiment is obvious with the presence of SO2, in addition
to an increase in the final maximum.

A coincidence of the curves which represent the �S is
observed with a slight increase of the slope of the curve after
34 min, with the presence of SO2.

b) C2H4, C2H4/SO2
A coincidence of curves is observed for �, again with the

absence or presence of SO2.
In parallel, in the curves of ε, an increase in the width of

energy values with the presence of SO2 is observed, from
82–91 kJ mol−1 to 82–96 kJ mol−1.

Three clearly distinguishable areas of active sites appear on
the curves of ϕ(ε;t). A time delay between the peaks of the
curves of ϕ(ε;t) is not observed, but an increase of the peaks with
the presence of SO2 is noted, more specifically, the first max-
imum from 0.2 mol kJ−1 min−1 becomes 0.5 mol kJ−1 min−1,
the second maximum from 0.4 mol kJ−1 min−1 becomes
0.46 mol kJ−1 min−1 and the third is similar with the corre-
sponding case above.

An analogous behavior to the case of C2H2/SO2 of the curves
of cy is observed with the absence or presence of SO2. More-
over, the presence of SO2 causes slight time acceleration of the
experiment and an increase in the final maximum of the curve
of c∗

s max (from 32 × 10−3 mol g−1 to 72 × 10−3 mol g−1).

As far as entropy of adsorption, �S, is concerned, a complete

coincidence of the curves with the absence or presence of SO2
is observed.

(c) C2H6, C2H6/SO2
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The curves which represent � are of the same type with the
presence or the absence of SO2, with the difference that with the
presence of SO2 a time delay is obvious, which indicates slower
desorption.

A decrease in the range of the energy values is realized with
the presence of SO2, from 55–97 kJ mol−1 to 83–94 kJ mol−1,
while at the same time a minimum appears at 38 min with the
absence of SO2.

Three areas of active sites appear again on the curve
of ϕ(ε;t). In the first maximum, a slight decrease from
0.30 mol kJ−1 min−1 to 0.27 mol kJ−1 min−1 is observed,
while a very high increase of the second maximum from
0.44 mol kJ−1 min−1 to 80 mol kJ−1 min−1is noted, in the pres-
ence of SO2. The third region remains nearly constant. The
high increase of the second peak is indicative of intense
physisorption.

A slight decrease in the maximum of the curve of cy with the
presence of SO2, from 6.9 mol cm−3 to 6.6 mol cm−3 is observed.

On the curve of c∗
s max, with the absence of SO2 a maximum

appears at 38 min with a value of 114 × 10−3 mol g−1, which dis-
appears in the presence of SO2. That means that SO2 molecules
are first adsorbed on the statue.

On the curve of entropy of adsorption, �S, a coincidence of
the maximum and minimum is again observed, in addition to
the appearance of a new maximum at 38 min with the absence
of SO2.

.2. Conclusions concerning the effect of the bond of hydrocarbon

The kind of the bond is carefully examined studying all physic-
chemical quantities obtained. Seven figures (Figs. 8–14) show this
ffect.

.2.1. Local adsorption isotherm
On the statue L291, which is calcite, (Fig. 8a), acetylene seems

o be desorbed first with an abrupt desorption at 18 min. Ethylene
ollows with a less abrupt desorption at 24 min and last ethane with
smoother desorption.

In contrast, on the statue L351, which is dolomite, (Fig. 8b), the
lopes of the descending branches concerning desorption, are ini-
ially similar for the three hydrocarbons. Moreover, the desorption
s completed first for ethane at 28 min and follow acetylene and
thylene. The bigger experimental times of desorption in this case
re justified by the greater porosity of dolomite.

.2.2. Local adsorption energy
In the case of statue L291 (Fig. 9a), the same form of curve is

bserved for all three hydrocarbons. The same range of energy val-
es apply to ethylene and acetylene but ethane varies.

A coincidence of curves is observed in the case of the statue
351 (Fig. 9b), with ethylene and acetylene to present the same
ehavior. Ethane varies, presenting a minimum on the curve at
8 min.

.2.3. Distribution function of adsorption energy
In the case of both statues, three distinct areas of active sites of

dsorption appear.
Specifically, on the statue L291 (Fig. 10a), in the first region,

thane seems to be adsorbed at a greater percentage. The per-

entage of adsorption active sites, in this area, follows the order:
2H6 > C2H4 > C2H2. In the second area of active sites, the greater
xtent of adsorption corresponds to acetylene and follows ethane
nd ethylene.

On the statue L351 (Fig. 10b), in both categories of active sites
dsorption follows the order: C2H6 > C2H4 > C2H2.
Fig. 9. Time resolved analysis of local adsorption energy ε for the systems: (a)
CxHy/L291 Statue of Kavala and (b) CxHy/L351 Statue of Kavala.

3.2.4. Non-adsorbed and adsorbed concentration of pollutant
It must be noted that the type of bond affects the behavior of both

statues in the same way (Fig. 11). Specifically, the non-adsorbed
hydrocarbon concentration is lesser for ethane, followed by ethy-
lene and then acetylene. Therefore:

non-adsorbedC2H6 < non-adsorbed C2H4 < non-adsorbed C2H2

3.2.5. Local monolayer capacity
From Fig. 13, it is obvious that the dolomite statue presents

higher local monolayer capacities in all three cases instead of
calcite statue. Specifically, for dolomite the order of csmax is
C2H6 � C2H2 > C2H4. In contrast, for calcite the corresponding val-
ues of csmax are much lesser and the order is C2H4 > C2H2 > C2H6
until 30 min and then becomes C2H4 > C2H6> C2H2.

The observation that the maximum final value of csmax for the
statue L351 is 120 × 10−3 mol g−1, while for the statue L291 is too
small, which can be attributed to the origin of the statue, is note-
worthy. The statue L351, as mentioned above, is dolomite and has
larger porosity compared to the statue L291, which is calcite, a fact
which explains its greater adsorption.

The amounts of the adsorbed hydrocarbons cs have been cal-

culated, both in the absence and presence of SO2. These data are
summarized in Table 1.

As regards L291 Statue of Kavala, the effect of the bond of
hydrocarbon is clearly remarked. To be specific, the estimated total
amount of adsorbed hydrocarbon increases as the higher unsatu-
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Fig. 10. Time resolved analysis of distribution function of adsorption energy �(ε;t)
for the systems: (a) CxHy/L291 Statue of Kavala and (b) CxHy/L351 Statue of Kavala.

Fig. 11. Time resolved analysis of non-adsorbed gas concentration cy for the systems:
(a) CxHy/L291 Statue of Kavala and (b) CxHy/L351 Statue of Kavala.

Fig. 12. Time resolved analysis of adsorbed gas concentration c∗
s for the systems: (a) CxHy/L291 Statue of Kavala and (b) CxHy/L351 Statue of Kavala.
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of SO2 and regards acetylene. In addition, the synergistic effect of
SO2 is on the decline from acetylene to ethylene and ethane. That
means the order of the bond of hydrocarbon signifies more in the
presence of sulfur dioxide.
Fig. 13. Time resolved analysis of local monolayer capacity c∗
s max for th

ated its bond is, with or without the presence of sulfur dioxide.
oreover, with the presence of sulfur dioxide, an increment of the

stimated total amount of adsorbed acetylene is noted, contrary to
he other hydrocarbons where the presence of sulfur dioxide causes
nly a negligible or no effect. That means, in the presence of sulfur
ioxide the adsorption of acetylene on the statute surface is pro-

onged (positive synergistic effect) for a longer time interval than
n the absence of it. A possible explanation for it could be that the
ctive sites of the statue surface are first occupied by the molecules
f sulfur dioxide, obstructing someway the adsorption of acetylene
n it.

As regards L351 Statue of Kavala, the estimated total amount of
ach adsorbed hydrocarbon – either with or without the presence
f sulfur dioxide – is higher than in case of L291 Statue of Kavala,

fact that is ascribable to the higher porosity of the former, which

s dolomite, whereas the latter one is calcite. Furthermore, the syn-
rgistic effect of SO2 is more profound in case of dolomite. For the
ame statue, the higher estimated adsorbed amount is found for
thane in the absence of SO2, something is reversed in the presence

Table 1
The estimated total amounts of adsorbed CxHy for every adsorp-
tion system CxHy/(SO2)/Statue of Kavala (after integration of the
corresponding functions, c∗

s = c∗
s (t).

Adsorption system c∗
s(tot.)

(mol g−1 s)

L291 Statue of Kavala
C2H2 269.12
C2H2/SO2 311.17
C2H4 242.73
C2H4/SO2 242.73
C2H6 220.98
C2H6/SO2 208.8

L 351 Statue of Kavala
C2H2 405.6
C2H2/SO2 442.4
C2H4 378.4
C2H4/SO2 415.2
C2H6 504.0
C2H6/SO2 341.2
ous Materials 169 (2009) 182–189

ms: (a) CxHy/L291 Statue of Kavala and (b) CxHy/L351 Statue of Kavala.
Fig. 14. Time resolved analysis of entropy of adsorption �S for the systems: (a)
CxHy/L291 Statue of Kavala and (b) CxHy/L351 Statue of Kavala.
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.2.6. Entropy of adsorption
On both statues (Fig. 14), irrespective of hydrocarbon, a coin-

idence of the initial maximum (−158 J mol−1 K−1) and of the
inimum (−284 J mol−1 K−1) is observed. Furthermore the ascend-

ng part of the curve of �S, which corresponds to desorption, varies
nly on ethane for the statue L351. An abrupt increase of entropy
s observed, which confirms the existence of physisorption in this
ase, a fact that has been also concluded in the analysis of the
orresponding distribution function of adsorption energy.
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